67 manufactured by Ehrlich, of Frankfort. It had the advantage over soamin that its solutions did not decompose. The solutions of soamin decomposed in twenty-four hours.
Sir FELIX SEMON said lhe was very pleased to see that Dr. Lieven's very large experience corroborated his own-viz., that the treatment of syphilis by small doses of mercury given by the mouth was not protective against secondary and tertiary syphilis. That was against the doctrine of Sir Jonathan Hutchinson, and against the view which was still prevalent in this country. Almost every patient he had seen with severe tertiary syphilis of the upper air-passages had had mercurial treatment in the early stages of the disease by the mouth, and not a few for the two years which Sir Jonathan Hutchinson laid down. He had also been pleased that Dr. Lieven said that in syphilis of the upper air-passages, as a rule no local treatment was needed, as that had been his (Sir Felix's) own experience. He had been surprised to hear from Colonel Lambkin that even in early secondary lesions he had recourse to the curette, as he had never found such energetic interference necessary, although he did, of course, not deny that in many cases local treatment was indispensable. He was glad that Dr. Lieven had referred to early malignant syphilis. His personal experience was that enough was not known on that point. If in cases of that kind, sometimes as early as ten months after infection, violent symptoms of stomatitis, gingivitis, deep ulceration, &c., were met with in the mouth and throat, one was inclined to think that they must be due to the administration of mercury, and accordingly had recourse to iodide. Then it might be found that iodide preparations were borne equally badly, and finally it was not to be wondered ht that sometimes the practitioner threw up the sponge altogether. In reality these were very bad cases of early malignant syphilis, such as he had recently described in the British Medical Journal, 1907, ii. p. 952. They were often advantageously treated with sarsaparilla preparations. He trusted that in his reply Dr. Lieven would say more about the serum diagnosis, which was very little known yet in this country.
Major FRENCH desired to speak in favour of the inunction treatment of syphilis, which he had used extensively for in-patients at Woolwich for three years and twelve years previously. He agreed that unless the inunctions were thoroughly done, it was worse than useless. The patient received a course of forty inunctions of a drachm of unguentum hydrargyri and a drachm of unguentum paraffini flavi and had a bath every day, wlhen the old ointment was washed off. That method was in routine use in the French, German, Bavarian, Italian, Hungarian, Swedish and Danish armies, and in many large civil clinics on the Continent, notably Unna's, Pontoppidan's, Wiesbaden, and Aachen, but not in this country, except at a few places. He admitted that in private practice it was not a convenient method. Local lesions about the mouth arose, in his experience, almost solely from smoking, and when the smoking was stopped they commonly disappeared. Early malignant syphilis was occasionally seen in the Army in men who came from foreign service,
